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Introduction

The South Downs Campaign (SDC) submits the following proof of evidence for the
boundary of the designated South Downs National Park within Section K, Maps 18
and 19 of the Countryside Agency designated boundary maps.

The SDC is anetwork of organisations working for the best possible South Downs
National Park, representing over 80 national, regional and local groups and
organisations'.

The Ramblers’ Association is avoluntary organisation founded in 1935 whose aims
are to promote walking, to protect rights of way, to campaign for access to open
countryside and to defend the beauty of the countryside. It has over 140,000
individual members and is the largest single organisation representing walkers in the
UK.

This proof of evidenceis part of a series of submissions to the Public Inquiry by the
SDC and should be read in the context of the SDC’ s written proofs of evidence ‘SDC
‘In Principle’ Support for the South Downs National Park’? and * SDC Boundary
Process °.

Detailed Boundary - Section K, Maps 18 and 19: Small Dole Riverside
Description of the Area and its Boundary

The boundary of the areareferred to as Small Dole Riversideis described using
regularly spaced Ordnance Survey six figure Grid References (GR) to assist with
relating the written description of the boundary and coincides with the map in
Appendix A*.

The boundary is described in a clockwise direction starting near where the designated
South Downs National Park boundary meets the River Adur at GR TQ 202134, close
to where Public Footpath number 2775 leaves the riverbank and goes eastwards. From
here, follow a substantial hedge and small boundary stream in a south easterly then
easterly direction, crossing Public Footpath number 2774 midway and continuing to
the stile which leads to the A2037 road at GR TQ 214130. It isat this point where the
area of study may be entered from Small Dole. The boundary then follows the
meadow edge around a bungalow in a southern direction for about 50 metres before
turning westward along a hedge lineto GR TQ 212129. Here the boundary heads due
south for about 150 metresto GR TQ 212128. It then turns west along the meadow,
until apoint in line with the north-east corner of Horton Wood is reached at GR TQ
208128. Here the boundary goes south across an east to west coppice and continues
south down the eastern edge of Horton Wood and beyond into the meadow to GR TQ
208125. At this point the fencelineis followed westwards to the corner at GR TQ

1 SDC Biography — Inquiry Document No: 3275/1/1

23SDC ‘In Principle’ Support for the South Downs National Park — Inquiry Document No: 3275/2/1
3 SDC Boundary Process— Inquiry Document No: 3275/3/1

“ Appendix A — (attached to this document)
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206125, then south to the corner at GR TQ 206124, and then in awesterly direction to
reach the designated South Downs National Park boundary at GR TQ 204124.

Justification for Inclusion in the South Downs National Park
Countryside Agency’s Reasons for Excluding Small Dole Riverside

The Countryside Agency’ s reasons for excluding this area are unclear”. The Agency
acknowledges the high quality landscape of Adur floodplain and describes the
landscape condition of the floodplain adjacent to Upper Beeding as being less strong
and not meeting the natural beauty criteria. It fails however, to mention the landscape
between the River Adur and Small Dole, the area contested in this proof of evidence,
even though it is an important component of the Adur valley landscape.

Justification Against Criteria— Natural Beauty

The SDC believesthat thisareais of high landscape quality that is apparent from the
moment it is entered from Small Dole. Meadows, field verges and hedges both attract
wildlife and provide visual interest, rapidly opening out to the Adur valley and the
South Downs beyond. Horton Wood is a fragment of ancient woodland.

The arealies dightly above the floodplain, on very gradually rising land, though from
the Downs (for example, Beeding Hill) and elsewhere, it is discernibly an integral part
of the high quality valley landscape. Views towards the west and south are dominated
by the strong borrowed |andscape of the South Downs®.

It forms part of the catchment area for the River Adur with two streams, flowing east-
west, being tributaries to the River Adur. These rise north of Truleigh Manor Farm,
within the designated National Park, before flowing west through Small Dole and into
this area (Small Dole Riverside) where they join with the River Adur.

This part of the Adur valley remote from development, such as large roads and railway
lines, is one of the more tranquil valleys along the length of the South Downs. Further
south at the coast, the Adur valley has undoubtedly been impacted upon by the
development of Shoreham and the A27. However, at this point, north of the scarp
slope of the South Downs, it is like being in another world, even with the current
working of the landfill site. It shares a deep sense of tranquillity and remoteness with
the floodplain of the Adur Valley included within the designated Nationa Park
boundary.

There are actually two landfill sites near Small Dole, both called Horton Landfill Site.
Oneis currently active and falls outside the proposed boundary. The older one, closed
in the early 1990s, has been fully restored to a high quality and forms part of the area
the SDC believes should be included in the National Park.

® South Downs National Park: The boundary & the reasoning for it. (CA 133), page 14 — Inquiry Document No:

CD 023

® See Photo 1, Appendix B — (attached to this document)
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The active landfill site will be closed in 2010 and restored to a grass ridge, as
acknowledged by the Countryside Agency’. Given that this restoration will bein
sympathy with the surrounding landscape and the success of restoration aready
achieved on the previous landfill site, the SDC believes that the current impact of the
working landfill site should be discounted when assessing the area proposed for
inclusion. The existing land-use is only temporary and restoration falls within the 20
year period cited by the Countryside Agency’s landscape witness, Martin Leay at the
public inquiry, as the time span in which the Agency can reasonably take a factor such
as this into account®.

Justification Against Criteria— Opportunities For Open-Air Recreation

This small area provides excellent open air recreation opportunities and access can be
gained from the village of Small Dole, viafootpaths 2774 and 2774/1. In addition, a
more circuitous route into this area can be made using footpath 2775. All of the paths
allow enjoyment of the Adur valley and the nearby downland landscape, with
particularly good views and high landscape quality near Horton Wood. The SDC
considers that this area offers a superior recreational experience and a high quality
entry point into the South Downs National Park.

There are also excellent opportunities for people interested in wildlife in the Adur
valley area. The Shoreham District Ornithological Society’s annual report of 2002 has
the following bird sightings around the area (afull list of sightings along with more
information can be found in the report itself9).

Little Grebe

Bewick Swans

Greylag Goose

Gadwall (uncommon for this area)

Peregrines

Whesatear

Mute swans gather throughout the year on the river, in wintertime ducks fly overhead
in considerable numbers. Other species of birds such as various Wildfowl, Fieldfare
and Redwing arrive and depart with the seasons and can be observed on either the
river or the brooks beyond. All of these birds have been seen in the vicinity of the
Adur valley and the area as awhole is very important for birds and birdwatching.

Small Dole has a number of services which are of great amenity value for those
seeking recreational opportunitiesinthe area. Thereisa Post Office, avillage shop
where arange of food, soft drinks and picnic snacks may be purchased. Thereisalso a
Public House, The Fox, which has awell stocked bar and an adjoining restaurant. This
village would serve as a good gateway for visitors to the National Park, but is not
recommended for inclusion itself.

" Position Paper 2 - The South Downs National Park Boundary, Countryside Agency, July 2003, Annex 4, pages
19/20 — Inquiry Document No: CD 070

8 The reference to 20 years was made by Martin Leay at the South Downs National Park public inquiry on
Thursday, 4 March, 2004 when evidence was being presented about including land west and north of Chichester
® Shoreham District Ornithological Society Annual Report 2002 — Core Document No: CD 166
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Small Dole has public transport links with Burgess Hill, which in turn has a good
connecting train service with London. Compass bus number 100 runs hourly on
weekdays and Saturdays and every two hours on Sunday. The same bus also runs to
Upper Beeding which has hourly buses to Shoreham by Sea (numbers 2A and 20X),
which again has good connecting links with London and the adjacent coastal towns.

Additional Considerations

The boundary that the SDC is proposing is easily distinguishable on the ground as it
uses existing features, such as hedgerows, streams and fences, to form aclear physical
boundary.

The proposed boundary excludes the modern development of Small Dole (while
recognising its importance as a gateway to the Nationa Park) and the current landfill
site.

Recommendation

The SDC considers that this area meets the statutory criteria for National Park
designation and the Countryside Agency’ s policy and approach for defining National
Park boundaries and requests that the Inspector recommends to the Secretary of State
that the area described in this proof of evidence as Small Dole Riverside should be
included within the South Downs National Park.
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Appendix A

Map: Small Dole Riverside

Photo 1 taken
from here

Key
- National Park Boundary

NOT TO SCALE
Based on the Ordnance Survey map
with the permission of the Controller
of Her Majesty® Stationery Office
Crown copyright

South Downs Campaign = SDC Proposed Alternative Boundary

Licence No. AL 100034795
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Appendix B

Photo

Photo 1: View west-south-west across Adur Valley towards scarp slope with Chanctonbury
Ring clearly visible to the right of the picture



