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1. Introduction 
 
1.1. The South Downs Campaign (SDC) submits the following proof of evidence for the 

boundary of the designated South Downs National Park within Section M, Map 23 of 
the Countryside Agency designated boundary maps. 

 
1.2. The SDC is a network of organisations working for the best possible South Downs 

National Park, representing over 80 national, regional and local groups and 
organisations1. 

 
1.3. This proof of evidence is part of a series of submissions to the Public Inquiry by the 

SDC and should be read in the context of the SDC’s written proofs of evidence ‘SDC 
‘ In Principle’  Support for the South Downs National Park’ 2 and ‘SDC Boundary 
Process’ 3. 

 

2. Detailed Boundary - Section M, Map 23:  Ringmer (Gote Farm) 
 
2.1. Descr iption of the Area and its Boundary 
 
2.1.1. The boundary is described using regularly spaced Ordnance Survey six figure Grid 

References (GR) to assist with relating the written description of the boundary and 
coincides with Map 1 in Appendix A4.  

 
2.1.2. Starting at Grid Reference (GR) TQ 444117 the SDC is proposing that the boundary 

should follow the eastern edge of Gote Lane and then the south side of Potato Lane to 
GR TQ 462121, excluding any housing along these roads. From this point it follows 
first the western and then the southern boundary of the houses at Ashton Green to GR 
TQ 462117. It then follows the western side of Neaves Lane to the existing designated 
boundary at GR TQ 462116 but continues by following the stream to GR TQ 466115, 
near but not including Moor House. The boundary then follows the western edge of 
Moor Lane to the road junction at GR TQ 464113.  The whole is referred to as the 
Gote Farm area in this proof of evidence. 

 

3. Justification for  Inclusion in the South Downs National Park 
 
3.1. Countryside Agency’s Reasons for  Excluding  
 
3.1.1. The Gote Farm area was on the fringe of the original area of search for the boundaries 

of the South Downs National Park.  In the published Public Consultation Report5 the 
Countryside Agency did not specifically mention this area, only referring to Ringmer 
and did not explain why land to the south and south-west of Gote Farm had been 
excluded from the National Park boundary when it was included within the Sussex 

                                                
1 SDC Biography – Inquiry Document No: 3275/1/1 
2 SDC ‘ In Principle’  Support for the South Downs National Park – Inquiry Document No: 3275/2/1 
3 SDC Boundary Process – Inquiry Document No: 3275/3/1 
4 Appendix A – (attached to this document) 
5 A South Downs National Park: Public Consultation Report (CA 89) - November 2001, pages 56-57 – Inquiry 
Document No:  CD 031 
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Downs Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB).  It was not until the publication 
of the local authority consultation report that the Countryside Agency acknowledged 
that it was proposing to exclude part of the AONB at Gote Farm but gave no 
explanation or reasoning for this6. 

 
3.1.2. In the same report7 the Countryside Agency revised the boundary in the vicinity of 

Mill Farm (GR TQ 462114) to include land that met the criteria and to provide a 
“ more distinguishable boundary”  on the ground.   It went on to state that:  “ Further 
north and east, the landscape becomes more fragmented, and the strong association 
with the South Downs topography is lost.”   From this description it is not clear exactly 
which area the Agency were talking about, given that Gote Farm and land towards 
Ringmer lies to the west and north-west of the area added. 

 
3.1.3. In Position Paper 48, things are made a little clearer in relation to the boundary around 

Gote Farm when the Countryside Agency states that: “ AONB is not distinguishable on 
the ground.  Boundary taken south to field margins.”   However, the Agency does not 
state at this point that the deleted area of AONB does not meet the criteria. Elsewhere 
in the same report9 when responding to requests that “ land up to the edge of Ringmer 
should be included” , the Agency states that: “ Area does not meet the criteria” .  No 
other information or justification is given. 

 
3.1.4. Although the SDC welcomed the additional area included at the local authority 

consultation stage it regrets the omission of the remainder of the Gote Farm area from 
the designated boundary.  The area abuts the spur of the Downs around Glyndebourne 
and has a strong visual link with it.  It is well-kept agricultural land and is visually 
attractive when viewed from this spur or from the main ridge around Saxon Down. 

 

3.2 Justification Against Cr iter ia – Natural Beauty 
 
3.2.1. The Gote farm area has a strong borrowed character from the South Downs, being 

land that is at the foot of, and still falling away from, the chalk outlier of the Caburn 
block, at the juxtaposition of the Chalk and the Gault.  It forms part of the setting of 
the chalk hills being integral to their beauty and has a strong sense of tranquillity. 

 
3.2.2. The logic of the Countryside Agency’s boundary so close to the scarp slope is hard to 

see.  There is no sudden change of gradient, character, quality, or noticeable feature 
between the Gote Farm area and the land included in the designated boundary 
immediately to the south that can justify the area’s exclusion from the National Park.  
There is also no intrinsic difference between the Gote Farm area and the fields added 
at the local authority consultation stage.  The area forms a natural continuation of the 

                                                
6 A South Downs National Park: Consultation with Local Authorities Report (CA 111) - May 2002, Area No. 
17, page 168 & Map B – Inquiry Document No: CD 027 
7 A South Downs National Park: Consultation with Local Authorities Report (CA 111) - May 2002, pages 63 & 
99 – Inquiry Document No: CD 027 
8 Position Paper 4 – The revocation of the Sussex Downs AONB and the East Hampshire AONB, Countryside 
Agency, 2003, Annex 1, Area No. 21– Inquiry Document No: CD 72 
9 Position Paper 4 – The revocation of the Sussex Downs AONB and the East Hampshire AONB, Countryside 
Agency, 2003, Table 6, page 17 – Inquiry Document No: CD 72  
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downland landscape in so far as the fields in it flow from the Downs.  From any point 
in the area the Downs provide a dramatic and beautiful backdrop.  

 
3.2.3. There is good evidence of Roman activity in the fields on the south side of Potato 

Lane, whilst the remains of the ancient settlement of Gote probably lie under the fields 
between Gote Farm House and Gote Lane.  Gote Farm is of considerable antiquity and 
the farmhouse and large barn are listed buildings.  There is also evidence of the former 
settlement of Ashton in the area to the west of Moor House.  

 
3.2.4. Whilst the land east of Mill Farm is separated by Neaves Lane from the remainder of 

the area being proposed for inclusion in the National Park, it has the same 
characteristics as the rest of the area and, in particular, contains an example of open 
field strips.   
 

3.3 Justification Against Cr iter ia – Opportunities For  Open-Air  Recreation 
 
3.3.1 There are two public footpaths in the area one of which (starting at GR TQ 449120) 

provides the key route for residents of Ringmer (population 4,434)10 to access the 
Downs whilst the other (starting at GR TQ 458120) makes a circular route possible 
and is also well used.  It allows people to walk from Ringmer to both Lewes and 
Glynde along traffic-free routes.  Bird watching and other similar pursuits are 
undertaken from these footpaths as well as from Potato Lane in this tranquil area.  
Both of these paths are of considerable age, that starting from GR TQ 458120 
adjoining a ploughed out medieval hamlet.  

 
3.3.2 Given the archaeological interest in the area, there is considerable potential for 

archaeological digs and interpretation. 
 
3.3.3 Sustainable access to the Gote Farm area is good with regular bus services from 

Brighton and Lewes to Ringmer (2 per hour weekdays – every 2 hours on Sundays).   
Some of the weekday buses start at Uckfield.  

 

3.4 Additional Considerations 
  
3.4.1 It would be far more logical and clearer to use the boundary proposed by the SDC than 

the more complex designated boundary that mainly uses field boundaries and ditches.  
This proposed boundary is easy to understand and incorporates land that is of 
outstanding natural beauty and is visually linked to the chalk outlier of the Caburn 
block.  It also brings the boundary closer to a growing centre of population at Ringmer. 
 

4 Recommendation 
 
4.1 The SDC considers that the ancient Gote Farm area meets the statutory criteria and the 

Countryside Agency’s policy and approach for defining National Park boundaries and 
requests that the Inspector recommends to the Secretary of State that this area should 
be included within the South Downs National Park. 

                                                
10 Figure provided by East Sussex County Council planning department (from a telephone conversation) 
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Appendix A 
 
 

Map:  Ringmer (Gote Farm) 
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SDC Proposed Alternative Boundary 
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