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1.2

2.1

2.2

INTRODUCTION

Horndean Parish Council submits the following proof of evidence for the
boundary of the designated South Downs National Park within Section U Map
44 of the Countryside Agency designated boundary maps.

Horndean Parish Council is supported by the South Downs Campaign, in
particular, Catherington Village Residents’ Association, CPRE Hampshire and
the Ramblers’ Association, in representing the interests of the residents of

Horndean in respect of the South Downs National Park.

DETAILED BOUNDARY — SECTION U, MAP 44: CATHERINGTON

The boundary is described using regularly space Ordnance Survey six figure

Grid References and coincides with the map in Appendix A’.

Proposal is to extend the eastern boundary of the Catherington element to the
east as follows:
Go along Lovedean Lane and up Catherington Lane as at present but,
instead of bearing right to go along the top of Catherington Down
continue up Catherington Lane and turn east at Old Lane (SU 696146)
Go down Old Lane 300 metres to SU 698146,
Go along the wide mature hedgerow which broadens into Catherington
Lith at SU 698144,
Go down Church Path to the junction with Lith Avenue SU 704139 to
the edge of Catherington Lith, when it meets Footpath 17 (SU 702139)
continue until (SU 698142)
Follow hedgerow to join Five Heads Road at SU 698239
Turn west along Five Heads Road to meet Catherington Lane SU
694139 , but omitting Catherington House.

! Appendix A — Inquiry Document No: 2005/1/2 & 3275/31/2
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2.3

2.4

3.1

3.2

Go up Catherington Lane to turn left at Roads Hill (SU 694142)
Continue straight on, not turning left at road bend, to meet existing
proposed boundary at the top of Catherington Down SU 692142

For the purposes of this proof, this area (the village and its surrounding
countryside proposed for inclusion) is described as Catherington. When
discussing the village only, the description, Catherington village, the village, or

the settlement will be used.

When the proof talks of Catherington Down, this is referring to the village and
the whole of its surrounding landscape, including the western part of
Catherington Down already included in the designated National Park. It
should be noted that quotes of Countryside Agency text may not follow the

above format.

REASON FOR EXCLUSION

Prior to public inquiry there has been little mention of Catherington village or
its surrounding countryside in Countryside Agency documentation. One
reference to it was made in the Local Authority Consultation report?, which
said:

‘The settlement is not regarded as meeting the criteria for inclusion because
of the extent of ordinary development which surrounds the historic core. Land
to the east of Catherington contains pockets of high quality landscape (such
as the Lith) but is fragmented, and views from it are dominated by

development at Horndean.’

This was expanded upon in the Countryside Agency’s Position Paper 2 which
stated that: ‘Catherington is not regarded as meeting the criteria because of
the extent of fragmented development that surrounds the historic core.

% A South Downs National Park: Consultation with Local Authorities Report (CA 111) - May 2002, page 81 -
Inquiry Document No: CD 027
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3.3

4.1
4.1.1

4.1.2

‘The land to the east of the village (Catherington Down) is a continuation of
the chalk Downland and contains some areas of high quality landscape and
areas valued for their nature conservation. These areas are regarded as
meeting the criteria for inclusion. However, the are to the east of the village
also contains areas which are adversely affected by the cumulative influences
of elements such as paddocks, pylons and built development and which are
not regarded as meeting the criteria.

‘The Local Plan illustrates Catherington village as three separate areas of
development making it difficult to draw a boundary which excludes the village
and includes the remnant chalk downland to the east of the village which is

regarded as meeting the criteria.”

This assessment of Catherington village and its surrounding countryside is
contended for the reasons set out below.

JUSTIFICATION FOR INCLUSION IN THE SOUTH DOWNS NATIONAL
PARK

Landscape

It is worth noting that the Countryside Agency accept that much of
Catherington Down, to the east of the village, which has not been included
within the designated boundary actually meets the criteria (see paragraph 3.2
above). Moreover, fields adversely affected by pylons are not included in the
proposed boundary. Other matters referred to by the Countryside Agency,

such as paddocks and the built environment, are dealt with below.

Catherington Down lies within the Western Chalk Uplands character area,
typified by ‘exhilarating panoramic views’ from summit ridges and hilltops with
a ‘sense of openness’. It is an integral part of the broad sweep of East
Hampshire chalk downland largely contained within the designated boundary

of the SDNP. The axis of the Chalk Down is north-east to south-west with an

8 Page 44, Annex 4, Position Paper 2 - The South Downs National Park Boundary, Countryside
Agency, July 2003 — Inquiry Document No: CD 70
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4.1.3

4.1.4

4.1.5

elongated flat-topped ridge rising to approx 131 metres at its apex to the
north. To the south Catherington Down falls away gradually, forming part of
the Eastern Hampshire Chalk dip slope. It is one of the few areas of Chalk

downland excluded from the designated National Park*”.

From the dip slope there is a feeling of openness and refreshment with
splendid panoramic views across Langstone and Chichester harbours to the
Solent and the hills of the Isle of Wight.°

The western and eastern slopes of Catherington Down fall away steeply into
dry valleys: the western slope being included within the designated boundary.
North Horndean is contained within the dry valley to the east. Although this
settlement is visible from the footpath as it leaves Catherington church, it
does not dominate the view and is rapidly lost in the dramatic panorama of
the majestic sweep of the Downs, rising in the north to Butser Hill, at 270
metres the highest point of the main chalk spine of the South Downs.” The
impact of built development is no more and possibly less intrusive that in
other areas that have been included within the designated South Downs

National Park

From north Horndean Catherington Down is an impressive and deeply rural
site, bringing the South Downs to the doorstep of an urban conurbation. It is
here on the eastern slope of Catherington Down that Catherington Lith lies,
an area of semi-natural woodland which has its counterpart on the slopes of
Blendworth Down, which lies to the east of the Horndean dry valley and is
contained within the designated boundary of the South Downs National Park.
The Lith is a Local Nature Reserve (see 4.2.2 below). Only 6 of the dwellings
shown on the Ordnance Survey map within the Lith still exist. The others were
demolished in the 1980s and the area was restored to woodland.

* The Geology of the South Downs’ Dip Slope and Associated Areas in South East Hampshire and
West Sussex — Inquiry Document No: 3275/28/1

®> The Landscape of the East Hampshire Dip Slope — Inquiry Document No: 3275/29/1

6 Appendix B — Inquiry Document No: 2005/1/2 & 3275/31/2

! Appendix C — Inquiry Document No: 2005/1/2 & 3275/31/2
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4.1.6 The undeveloped parts of the flat-topped ridge of Catherington Down is

4.2

primarily pastureland.? Since last October the area immediately adjacent to
the church has been used as temporary horse paddocks, thus obstructing use
of the area. 31 residents of Catherington village have registered ‘Evidence of
Use for over 20 years’. Hampshire County Council Rights of Way department
have registered this claim (No 774). The Parish Council have supported this
claim and further information is being provided. This process could lead to

the establishment of a designated right of way across the field.

Nature Conservation

4.2.1 Catherington Lith is a Local Nature Reserve designated under the 1949

National Parks and Access to the Countryside Act. It is also a Site of
Importance for Nature Conservation (SINC), designated for meeting criteria
for chalk grassland and ancient woodland and is as such an important local
resource for the flora and fauna associated with chalk grassland and for
typical woodland flowers and butterflies. The importance of Catherington Lith
to wildlife is amplified in the letter from Hampshire Wildlife Trust. °

4.2.2 The open fields and hedgerows of the downland stretching from Catherington

village to the Lith provide an important wildlife corridor between the part of
Catherington Down (Site of Special Scientific Interest and a Local Nature
reserve) included in the west and the Lith. Much of this area is used for
conducting butterfly transects, which is an established method of monitoring
changes in butterfly numbers at a particular site; this in turn is indicative of

changes to habitat.*°

® Appendix D — Inquiry Document No: 2005/1/2 & 3275/31/2
o Appendix E — Inquiry Document No: 2005/1/2 & 3275/31/2
1% Appendix F — Inquiry Document No: 2005/1/2 & 3275/31/2
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4.3  Settlement
4.3.1 At the apex of Catherington Down sits Catherington village, an ancient

4.3.2

4.3.3

settlement dating back to at least early Saxon times. According to Peter
Brandon, the existence of this settlement, together with the nearby hilltop
settlement of Chalton, and Bishopstone in East Sussex, provide evidence that
early Saxon settlements may not, as previously thought, been confined to the
valleys. Church Down and Catherington village were originally the only two
substantial Saxon settlements in this block of the Downs, with Catherington
village later acquiring a satellite valley settlement at Clanfield"

The settlement of Catherington would have made extensive use of the
surrounding pasturelands, including the distinctive strip lynchets (probably
formed by medieval ploughing) on the western slope of Catherington Down
and included within the designated boundary. Thus the designated boundary
divides the ancient settlement and part of its associated pastureland from the

remainder.

The Countryside Agency also contends that the historic core of the settlement
is surrounded by ordinary and fragmented development. To the north, there is
a distinct gap separating the linear settlement of Catherington village from
ribbon development which stretches towards the settlement of Clanfield. To
the south, development in Horndean has gradually approached Catherington
village but there remains a discernable gap between the two. The proposed
boundary reflects and wholly contains the settlement boundary as shown in
the East Hampshire District Local Plan : Second Review  Of the three
settlement policy boundaries referred to by the Countryside Agency only the
central one which relates to the ancient village of Catherington is included

within the proposed boundary

' Appendix G — Inquiry Document No: 2005/1/2 & 3275/31/2
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4.3.4

4.3.5

4.3.6

4.3.7

Declared a Conservation Area on 11 February 2003 the settlement contains 7
listed buildings and 15 other buildings and structures of local interest.’> The
buildings within the settlement illustrate the wide range of local architectural
styles, traditions and building materials, flint, stone, brick, oak timber framing,
straw thatch and clay tiles, prevalent in the locality between the 17" and 19"

centuries.

The prominent flint boundary walls that enclose the individual buildings are an
important feature, extending along most of the main road through the
settlement and emphasising the downland character of the village.* There is
also a wealth of mature trees. These elements are of significant amenity

value.

The character of the present village mainly derives from the 18th and early
19th century from when it is little changed, a rare feature.** Amongst the
earlier known buildings is the former 17th century farmhouse now called
Tudor Cottages and All Saints Church which was built in the 12th century.
There is a high probability that there was a wooden Saxon church there
before then. The people who worshipped here were part of a rural community,
sizeable until the time of the Black Death, they would have ploughed and
farmed the downland to either side of the settlement. Roman remains were
found when the new cemetery was laid out in the 1960s and these indicated
the presence nearby of a Roman period building. Many fragments of dishes
and cooking pots of the Saxo-Norman period 950-1100 were found in a pit in
Catherington, together with a bone weaving implement of the late Saxon

type.'®

Saxon settlements often had old farmhouses down the main street. In the
early days the village would have consisted of only 2 or 3 farmsteads spread

out along Catherington Lane and a vicarage sited close the Church. Some

2 Appendix H — Inquiry Document No: 2005/1/2 & 3275/31/2

3 Appendix |- Inquiry Document No: 2005/1/2 & 3275/31/2

* Appendix J — Inquiry Document No: 2005/1/2 & 3275/31/2

> Ref ** “An Early Medieval Rubbish Pit at Catherington, Hampshire. See Proceedings of the
Hampshire Field Club and Archaeological Society, vol 28 (1971) pp.49-56".
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4.3.8

4.4

44.1

4.4.2

4.4.3

farmhouses are still there. This typical development has resulted in one of
the distinguishing characteristic of the historic core of the village being the
loose nature of the development. Along Catherington Lane the fields, and
thus the surrounding countryside, reach right up to the side of the Lane so
that one is always conscious of the strong association of the historic village
with the high-quality downland landscape beyond.

Within the village there is an impressive legacy of buildings dating from the
18" century. In 1838 the principle elements of the fabric of the village were in
place with 15 individual properties widely dispersed on both sides of
Catherington Lane and fields laid out to pasture and arable interspersed

amongst the built frontage.
Recreational Opportunity

Catherington village and the surrounding downland is essentially a historic,
rural throwback in close proximity to urban areas including the major south-
coast conurbations. It is easily accessible and provides great scope for
interpretation of downland life for city dwellers in need of spiritual renewal.

This sort of experience is provided at the Parish Council’'s Annual Woodland
Fair.!® Held at Catherington Lith the event showcases the natural
environment, the history and culture of the woodland. It is a popular event
with many visitors accessing the site on foot, using the footpath networks from
Catherington village and Horndean. The popularity of this event shows that

there is scope to expand this type of interpretative experience.

Catherington village is central to an intensive network of footpaths that radiate
into the downland to the east and the west providing short local links as well
as joining longer routes across the area. There is an established nature trall

with guided walks linking the western part of Catherington Down with

'® Appendix K — Inquiry Document No: 2005/1/2 & 3275/31/2
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Catherington Lith and crossing the land to the east of the village.*’

4.4.4 The area bounded by the church and Catherington Lane to the west, Old
Lane to the north, Stubbins Down to the east and Five Heads Road is crossed
by Horndean Footpaths 16, 17, 18 and 37. The physical condition of the
footpaths indicate regular use and it is known that network is frequently used
for group walks by Ramblers’ Association members, Holiday Fellowship
walkers and the Hampshire Wildlife Trust. In addition the Parish Council’s
Countryside Team use this area for guided walks and children’s educational
activities, including pond dipping at Catherington Pond*®

4.45 The area is popular because it is open, safe to use and accessible, every
point of ingress to this area is favoured by a kissing gate, rather than stiles

which can prevent the less agile from accessing an area. *°

4.4.6 Catherington is on a bus route with buses going to Clanfield and Waterlooville
from where there are links to Petersfield and the major conurbations of
Havant and Portsmouth. Connections to train services can be made at
Havant and Petersfield. In the village center there is a car park and a public

house serving meals.

5. RECOMMENDATION

5.1 Horndean Parish Council, supported by the South Downs Campaign consider
that this area meets the statutory criteria and the Countryside Agency’s policy
for defining national park boundaries and requests that the Inspector
recommends to the Secretary of State that Catherington should be included

within the boundary of the designated South Downs National Park

" Appendix L — Inquiry Document No: 2005/1/2 & 3275/31/2
'8 Appendix M — Inquiry Document No: 2005/1/2 & 3275/31/2
' Appendix N — Inquiry Document No: 2005/1/2 & 3275/31/2
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