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1 I ntroduction

1.1  The South Downs Campaign (SDC) submits the following written representation for
the boundary of the designated South Downs National Park within Section J, Map 16
of the Countryside Agency designated boundary maps.

1.2 TheSDCisanetwork of organisationsworking for the best possible South Downs
National Park, representing over 80 national, regional and local groups and
organisations.

1.3  Thiswritten representation is part of a series of submissionsto the Public Inquiry by
the SDC and should be read in the context of the SDC’ s written proofs of evidence
‘SDC* Ir; Principle’ Support for the South Downs Nationa Park’? and * SDC Boundary
Process'”.

2 Detailed Boundary - Section J, Map 16: Clay LaneTriangle
2.1  Description of the Area and its Boundary

2.1.1 The SDC is proposing that thislarge triangular field, close to the scarp slope of the
Downs be included in the National Park. To the west the field is bounded by Clay
Lane, to the north by a strong hedge and tree line and on its south-eastern side by
Amberley Road.

2.1.2 The SDC'’s proposed boundary would run from approximately Grid Reference (GR)
TQ 071140 on Clay Lane along the hedge and tree line to approximately GR TQ
075139 on Amberley Road and can be seen on the map in Appendix A*.

3 Justification for Inclusion in the South Downs National Park
3.1 Countryside Agency’s Reasonsfor Excluding

3.1.1 There are no reasons given by the Countryside Agency in any of its documentation for
excluding this area of land.

3.2 Justification Against Criteria— Natural Beauty

3.2.1 Theincursion into the National Park represented by the Clay Lane triangle® is
incongruous with seeking a boundary which contains a broad sweep of landscape in
line with the statutory criteriafor National Park designation and the Countryside
Agency’ s policy and approach for defining National Park boundaries. The excluded
land comes close to the scarp slope of the Downs being prominent and attractive in its
own right and is visible from rights of way on top of the South Downs®. It fully meets

1 SDC Biography — Inquiry Document No. 3275/1/1

2SDC ‘In Principle’ Support for the South Downs National Park — Inquiry Document No. 3275/2/1
% SDC Boundary Process — Inquiry Document No. 3275/3/1

“ Appendix A — (attached to this document)

> See map, Appendix A — (attached to this document)

® See Photo 1, Appendix B — (attached to this document)
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the natural beauty criteria, being of equal, if not higher quality to the surrounding
fields either side of it, which are included within the National Park.

3.2.2 Thearea, which gently rises away from the Downs, has a very strong borrowed
character, lying as it does within 500m of the foot of the scarp slope. Both of these
factors make the area feel part of the downland landscape’.

3.2.3 The SDC is mystified that the Countryside Agency has stayed with the old Area of
Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB) boundary in this area, when defining the
National Park boundary, and has not taken the opportunity to correct this anomaly.
The current boundary makes little sense on the ground in wider landscape terms.

3.3 Justification Against Criteria— Opportunities For Open-Air Recreation

3.3.1 Clay Laneisan attractive and quiet lane that provides an alternative, more pleasant
and safer route from Cootham and other areas into the National Park. Being lightly
trafficked, fairly level and narrow, it serves an important recreational need asit is
attractive and safe for walkers, cyclists and horseriders to use and links up with the
bridleway that runs up to the South Downs Way.

4 Recommendation

4.1 The SDC considers that this area meets the statutory criteria for National Park
designation and the Countryside Agency’s policy and approach for defining National
Park boundaries. The SDC strongly urges the Inspector to recommend to the
Secretary of State that the boundary be amended to include the Clay Lane Trianglein
the South Downs National Park.

" See Photo 2, Appendix B — (attached to this document)
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Appendix A

Map

NOT TO SCALE
Based on the Ordnance Survey map
with the permission of the Controller
of Her Majesty's Stationery Office
Crown copyright
South Downs Campaign
Licence No. AL 100034795

Photos 2 & 3
taken from here

A

Photo 1 taken
from here

Key
— Designated National Park Boundary

= SDC Proposed Alternative Boundary

Map: Clay Lane Triangle
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Appendix B

Photos

Photo 1: Clay Lane Triangle viewed from hill-top bridleway

Photo 2: View from near Cootham Farm, Clay Lane |ooking approximately south-east across
excluded triangle of land towards Kithurst Hill. [Note: Srong borrowed sense of character
and attractive landscape no different to that included in the National Park]

Photo 3: View from near Cootham Farm, Clay Lane looking approximately south-south-west
across adjacent land included in the Nationa Park towards scarp slope and Springhead Hill.



