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I ntroduction

1.  The South Downs Campaign (SDC) has already submitted a general statement strongly
supporting the designation of the South Downs as a National Park'. However, the
Campaign felt that it would be useful to have a clear and focussed statement that
highlighted the value of the areafor public recreation and particularly the opportunities
for enjoying and understanding the special qualities of this treasured lowland landscape.

2. The Campaign has made some comparisons with existing National Parks but, as can be
seen by examining the data from National Park Profiles’, no one Park is like another
and that overall such comparisons need to be treated with caution. They are very
different places but are all held with special regard by the people of this nation.

3. Norisit easy to find indicators of the importance that individual user groups place on
the recreational value of the area designated as the South Downs National Park
(hereafter referred to as the * South Downs').

4.  Nevertheless, it should be noted that the Ramblers’ Association (one of the founding
members of the Campaign) has, over the last 12 years, passed five motions at their
General Council caling for the South Downs to be better protected for future
generations through designation as a National Park. Clearly this national organisation
has agreed through its democratic processes that this area provides an outstanding
recreational experience which warrants special protection and management.

An accessible landscape

5. For the south-east of England, the South Downs contains an exceptionally rich network
of paths complemented by substantial areas of publicly accessible land®. The two Areas
of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB) of Hampshire and Sussex have 2,745 km* of
rights of way, with the designated National Park area having 3,244 km®, the highest
length and density of rights of way of any National Park®. The Downs themselves have
asignificant number of recreational routes crossing them. Thisincludes the South
Downs Way, one of the country’s most popular National Trails’ with between 10,000 —
20,000 people® per annum completing the 100 miles of the whole trail® and many more

1'SDC “In Principle’ Support Paper — Inquiry Document No: 3275/3/1

2 See ‘Useful Data’ on Association of National Park Authorities (ANPA) website (contains National Park
profiles) — www.anpa.gov.uk

3 See Appendix A for list of sites— (attached to this document)

“ Based on figures supplied by the East Hampshire AONB JAC and Sussex Downs Conservation Board

> See Appendix B — Comparison of Rights of Way — (attached to this document). See also ‘Out & About’
section, last page of Welcome to the South Downs — One of South East England’ s finest landscapes — Inquiry
Document No: CD 178

® See Appendix B — Comparison of Rights of Way — (attached to this document)

" Based on the sales of the National Trail Guide (see paragraph 7 for details) and that fact that the South Downs
Way website receives the most hits of any National Trail website — pers comm. Bill Jenman, the National Trail
Officer

8 amixture of walkers, riders and off-road cyclists

® Pers. comm. Bill Jenman, the National Trail Officer
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using sections of it. The Trail isaso part of the E9 European Walking Route between
Dover and Plymouth, going along the South Coast™°.

6.  The South Downs also has one of the best networks of long distance footpaths in the
country™, including The Vanguard Way, the Weald Way, the Monarch’s Way, the
Wey-South Path, the Downs Link, the Sussex Border Path, the Itchen Way, the King's
Way, the Hangers Way, the Staunton Way, the Royal Woolmer Way and the Wayfarer’s
Walk. Ascan be seen by their names these are historical paths, many of which are
bridleways, which for centuries have been used by travellers, pilgrims and those
walking for pleasure. More recently, parts of the National Cycle Network (NCN) have
been established within and across the designated National Park*.

7. To put the significance of the path network in context it has been calculated that in the
last 3 years over 4500 guided walks and rides*® have been organised by local ramblers
groups, the Society of Sussex Downsmen and three county councils within the
designated South Downs National Park. Each walk has attracted up to 40 people and
covered downland, Weald and river valleys. This, of course, excludes the far more
numerous wal ks undertaken by individuals or other groups. Importantly, thereis avast
array of books available documenting and describing walks and cycle ridesin the
Downs, aswell as routes published in local newspapers™, which help to ensure that
both local people and visitors are provided for in terms of informational available to
them. For example the South Downs Way National Trail Guide™ has sold over 20,000
copies sinceits first publication in 1990 and is one of the best selling of al the
National Trail Guidesin the UK. The substantial sales of all these guides are aclear
reflection of the popularity of the areafor quite recreation.

8.  Themany river valleys within the South Downs not only offer level riverside routes for
those less able to cope with steep terrain but in many cases also access to water for
canoeing, kayaking, and boating and well as more leisurely pursuits such as fishing.

9. Horseriders consider that the South Downs offers superior conditions for riding and
that the bridlepath network is one of the most important in the country®. The Downs
themselves are important because of the undulating nature of the ground and the free
draining chalk supports aturf which remainsrelatively dry in winter and springy in
summer. Horses can therefore be ridden at speed without straining their tendons.

19 See map in Appendix C — (attached to this document) — Note the route is more extensive in the rest of Europe
but thisisthe extent of the route in this country
M See‘Out & About’ section, last page of Welcome to the South Downs — One of South East England’ s finest
landscapes — Inquiry Document No: CD 178
'2 Route NCN2, NCN20, NCN22 and Regional Routes 88,89 & 90
13 Based on figures from Ramblers Association, East Sussex County Council, West Sussex County Council and
the Society of Sussex Downsmen — see Appendix D — (attached to this document)
14 0On Foot in the East Sussex Downs by Ben Perkins (2000) — sales 1500
On Foot in the West Sussex Downs by Ben Perkins (2001) — sales 1200
Pub walks in the South Downs by Ben Perkins (1996) — sales 9,000
Articlesin the Evening Argus by Ben Perkins & Paddy Welsh over the last 15 years — approx 1000
> published by the Aurum Press — Inquiry Document No: CD 177
16 pers. comm. Piers Burnett, Editorial Director, Aurum Press
7 See Appendix E — Sales figures of National Trail Guides — (attached to this document)
18 pers. comm. Mary Parker, British Horse Society and Mr P Payne, member of the British Horse Society
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10. The South Downs Way isthe only National Trail open to horse riders along its entire
length. It acts as a spine route which links a dense network of bridleways and thereby
provides innumerable, much valued, local circuits. In addition, alot of the arable land
on the Downs is free of gates and even where livestock is kept, thefields are of asize
that requires fewer gates to be negotiated than el sewhere.

11. Thewestern Weald is also of great importance for recreational horse riding because of
the combination of a high density of interconnected bridleways interspersed with areas
of open access, particularly the heathlands. These areas are especially significant
because they afford natural sand tracks providing good unpoached going whatever the
weather conditions. It is possible to spend amorning, or even afull day, in the saddle
without recourse to riding along roadside verges, which is an exceptiona experience for
ahorse rider in this country.

12.  The sheer volume of planning applications for new stabling facilities within and around
the South Downs over the last decade is areflection of the area s growing popularity for
riding.

13. Theextensive bridleway network — close to centres of population — has also seen a
spectacular growth in off-road cycle use over the last two decades. Asthistendsto be
an individualistic rather than club sport the best reflection of its popularity in the South
Downs are the numbers of bike shops within easy reach of the South Downs Way™.

14. Road cycling in this superb landscape should not be discounted from the recreational
picture. The Cyclists Touring Club is organising around 25 Radonnees in and around
the designated National Park in 2004, which on average attract 150 participants per
event?®. The London to Brighton Bike Ride, which passes through the Downs at
Ditchling Beacon, has on average 50,000 participants each year.

15.  Much has been made by opponents to the South Downs National Park of the lack of
access land. This however, ignores the fact that when the first National Parks were
established, they were also established in the absence of any formal accessland. Thisis
because there is no legal requirement for a National Park to specifically have access
land before designation can occur. It should also be noted that National Park
Authorities have had 50 years in which to secure many access agreements and the
resources to follow this up. While the South Downs may have less formal access land
than the existing National Parks, its rights of way network is far superior® and a South
Downs National Park Authority would be able to build from this very strong position.

Variety of landscapes

16. Part of the reason for the exceptionally high use of the South Downs by walkers,
cyclists and riders is because of the wealth of landscapes and experiences available?.
From the feeling of being alone, remote and free on top of the Seven Sisters with the sea

19 see ‘Useful Information’ section of the National Trail Guide, page 155 — Inquiry Document No: CD 177
% Based on figures supplied by Tony Green of Cycle Lewes

%! See Appendix B — (attached to this document)

%2 See pages 18-28, South Downs Way National Trail Guide — Inquiry Document No: CD 177
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17.

18.

19.

20.

air and the gulls swooping and screeching, to the intimacy of theriver valleys with their
historic market towns and villages, the South Downs offers landscapes of great variety
and splendour. These landscapes al so present numerous opportunities for people to
cycle, ride or walk miles and miles, or just for a short time, and yet either way still be
able to experience the area’ s beauty and uniqueness. It should also not be forgotten that
on much of the land on the Downs themselves, the paths are not only numerous, but
also deliberately broad — even undefined — (such as over the Seven Sisters), allowing a
feeling of freedom and space similar to ‘access' land.

Some of the land within the designated Nationa Park is not a chalk landscape but a key
part of the lure of the areaiis that from these equally beautiful low lying surroundings
one can gaze on the undulating beauty, skylines and shadows that the shape of the hills
generate.

The heathlands within the South Downs are important for wildlife but are also
extensively used for recreation. They provide superb opportunities for those seeking
access to open country. In many placesit is possible to walk or ride for long distances
across extensive tracts of country surrounded only by heather, birch and pine, often with
views of the Downs or Hangers. These provide areal sense of wildness not available on
the Downs themselves. At points, such ason Older Hill, Iping Common, Woolmer and
Longmoor there are breathtaking views of semi-natural countryside. In late 2004 / early
2005 the Sussex Downs Conservation Board is opening a 60-mile long-distance
footpath, “The Serpent Trail”, which will link nearly all these specia heathland sites
together.

From high points, it is possible to see far out across the sea, down the river valleys, over
the High Weald and even to the North Downs. Clearly, the scale and remoteness of
these varied landscapes provides a context within which it is possible to ‘ escape’,
avoiding traffic noise, other people and built development to enjoy tranquillity, nature
and peace.

There is no doubt that the sheer diversity and scale of the landscape are of great appeal
to those living in Britain and particularly in the crowded South East. The day-to-day
experiences of this nation’s population are most likely to be of town or city life. Hence
It is unsurprising that so many want to be within the South Downs, making use of this
‘superior recreation’ experience.

Accessfor all —disabled, young, old

21.

Not only do avast number of people want to use the South Downs for quiet recreation -
most people can. Thisis partly dueto its generally underlying ‘dry’ geology, which
allows year round access, and also its proximity to urban centres, with a good network
of public transport both within and around the South Downs — even from as far afield as
London. Walking, cycling and riding opportunities are many, and the psychological as
well asthe physical freedom that can be gained from simply stepping out of the nearby
urban areas into this splendid countryside should not be underestimated. The easy, low
cost accessibility combined with the network of gated (rather than stiled) paths, make
the South Downs particularly attractive to the disabled and socially/economically
excluded. While a number of north/south transport corridors can impact locally on the

5
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22.

tranquillity of the countryside, the fact that they also provide access to the area for
visitors should not be dismissed. Indeed, the rich network of paths has been
accommodated into their design by including numerous safe crossings (for example in
the six miles between Liss and Petersfield there are ten or more crossings over the
A3(T) so ensuring that the roads do not in any way prevent long distance walking,
cycling or riding).

Nevertheless, there is still much room for improvement over safety — especially at some
of the road crossings of the South Downs Way and the SDC would expect the National
Park Authority to be able to raise the priority of these much needed works.

Historic and Cultural Opportunities

23.

The South Downsis an iconic landscape. Many writers, poets, musicians and artists,
and the stories and visions that they have produced of the area, are inspiring and
aluring. With so much literature, art and history embodied in the landscape that
inspired them, it is not surprising that visitors are drawn to the area. Not only can one
visit some of the historic houses, barrows, tumulii, hillforts, castles, windmills,
dewponds, mansions and parks, old pubs and tea shops, but most of the villages have
Saxon or Norman churches, interesting artefacts, stories and landmarks all of which
help the visitor enjoy and understand the historical context of the South Downs?.

Other Recreational Opportunities

24,

25.

26.

The South Downs offer many other recreational opportunities including canoeing,
sailing, diving, painting, gliding, hang-gliding, paragliding®, bird watching, plant
hunting, metal detecting, kite and model aircraft flying, fishing, shooting®, jogging and
photography, as well as more leisurely pursuits such as visiting gardens and nurseries or
just country pubs. All these activities help to revitalise the spirit and provide rest from
work.

The educational value of sites within the South Downs should also be recognised —
places such as the Weald and Downland Open Air Museum, Queen Elizabeth and Seven
Sisters Country Parks, Local and National Nature Reserves, Y outh Hostels, Regionally
Important Geological Sites, river valleyslike the Cuckmere and the Marine
environment are all used as part of the learning experience by both teachers and
individuals.

Thisisan areathat is already being used by the people of Britain as a de-facto National
Park and has been for over a century since the dawn of the coach, railway and car.

% See Annex 3, A Snapshot of the Cultural History of the South Downs by the Ramblers’ Association, SDC ‘In
Principle’ Support Paper — Inquiry Document No: 3275/3/3

% The Southern Hang Gliding Club has over 500 members who could not enjoy the free spirit of flying without
the natural breezes and topography of the South Downs. Their sport also gives a great deal of pleasure to the
many who come and just watch. SHGC is one of the largest clubs in the UK.

% A vital income earner for many of the farms and estates on the Downs.
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Conclusion

27. Thereisno doubt that the variety and quality of opportunities for quiet recreation are
seemingly endless in the South Downs. They are easy to get to and accessible. Thereis
ahuge variety of thingsto do, placesto go and experiencesto be had. All this
recreational activity in the South Downs has a major economic impact in the region,
generating 8,000 jobs and £333 million per annum?.

28. There are aso superb views, dense intimate woodlands, splendid seascapes, beautiful
river valleys, windy hillsides and pretty villages. The fact that it aready gets so many
visitors ayear”’ isaclear indication that the experiences offered by the South Downs
are exceptional. Clough Williams-Ellis warned in the 1930s of the danger of ignoring
the second National Park purpose and even pleaded for a‘National Board of Amenity’.
The South Downs has much to offer the recreationalist, but its specia qualities need
special management to cope with the pressure of visitor numbers.

29. The South Downs Campaign firmly believes that the designation of the South Downs as
aNational Park will provide the means by which this can be achieved.

% Para 5.6, page 49
%" Para 5.6, page 49, 39 million visits per annum — from the C.A. Visitor Survey 2002/3
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Appendix A
Publicly accessible land in the South Downs
Sites are either local authority, charity, Quango and Crown Estate owned, or land available

under agri-environment schemes such as Countryside Stewardship and the Environmentally
Sensitive Area (ESA) commons and CROW Act access land.

Name of site

The entire foreshore

(including varioustidal river banks)

Additional CROW Act Land
Countryside Stewardship Land
Eastbourne Downland
Crowlink Estate

Friston Forest

Seven Sisters' Country Park
Lullington Heath NNR

Frog Firle Estate

Chyngton Farm Estate
Hindover

Seaford Head LNR

Bopeep Bostal

Firle Beacon

Mount Caburn NNR

The Maling Downs LNR
Ambrose Goreham Trust Land
Telscombe Tye

Ditchling Beacon

Owner

mostly the Crown Estate
(some leased to local authorities)

Various
Various
Eastbourne Borough Council

National Trust

Eastbourne Water (this might be South East Water)

East Sussex County Council
English Nature

National Trust

National Trust

Lewes District Council
Lewes District Council
Firle Estate

Firle Estate

Glynde Estate (leased by English Nature)
Sussex Wildlife Trust
Ambrose Goreham Trust
Telscombe TC

National Trust
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Ditchling Beacon LNR

Battle of Lewes Site (Landport Bottom)

Blackcap & Mount Harry

Lewes Railway Land

Bollens Bush

Stanmer Park & Woods

Hollingbury Castle & Wild Park LNR

Bevendean Down
Benfield Hill LNR
Highdown Hill
Southwick Hill
Wolstonbury Hill
Newtimber Hill
Saddlescombe Farm
The Devil’s Dyke

Fulking Escarpment
(includes Edburton Hill)

Bramber Castle

Cissbury Ring
Durford Heath
South Cissbury Ring
Mill Hill LNR
Lancing Ring

Goodwood Country Park

Inquiry Document No: WR3275/9a

Sussex Wildlife Trust (leased, but open to the
public)

Lewes District Council/Lewes Town Council
National Trust

Lewes District Council & Lewes Railway
Land Wildlife Trust

Lewes District Council

Brighton & Hove City Council
Brighton & Hove City Council
Brighton & Hove City Council
Brighton & Hove City Council
National Trust

National Trust

National Trust

National Trust

National Trust

National Trust

National Trust

National Trust but managed by English
Heritage under ‘ Guardianship scheme’
National Trust

National Trust

Worthing Borough Council

Adur District Council

Adur District Council

Goodwood Estate
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Selhurst Park
Slindon Park Wood
Amberley Wild Brooks

Fairmile Bottom LNR

Whiteways Lodge & Houghton Forest

Burton Mill Pond

Bignor Hill

Barlavington Estate

Petworth Park

Swanbourne Lake & Arundel Park
Graffham Down

Heyshott Down

Stanstead Park

The Mens

Levin Down

Harting Down LNR

Catherington Down

Petersfield Pond (Heath Common)

Queen Elizabeth Country Park
& Butser Hill

Old Winchester Hill NNR
Beacon Hill, Exton NNR

Blackdown

Inquiry Document No: WR3275/9a

Goodwood Estate

National Trust

Sussex Wildlife Trust /RSPB

West Sussex County Council

Norfolk Estate (Leased Forestry Commission)

West Sussex County Council/Sussex Wildlife
Trust

National Trust

National Trust

Norfolk Estate

Graffham Down Trust
Murray Downland Trust
Stanstead Trust

Sussex Wildlife Trust

Sussex Wildlife Trust (leased)
National Trust

Hampshire County Council / Hampshire
Wildlife Trust / Horndean Parish Council

Petersfield Town Council

Hampshire County Council/Forestry
Commission

English Nature
English Nature

National Trust

10



SDC Public Inquiry Recreation Paper

St Catherine' s Hill

Eartham Wood

Noar Hill

Speltham Down
Chappets Copse
Ashford Hanger NNR
Magdalen Hill Down
West Walk

Woolmer Forest

All Village Greens
Commons (see below)
Ambersham Common

Iping Common

Lavington Common

Ebernoe Common

Woolbeding & Pound Commons

(includes Older Hill)
Stedham Common
Chapel Common

Henley Common

Linchmere Common/Marley Common

Selbourne Common

Shortheath Common

Waltham Brooks

Inquiry Document No: WR3275/9a

Winchester College / Hampshire & Isle of
Wight Wildlife Trust

National Trust — leased by Forestry
Commission

Hampshire Wildlife Trust
National Trust

Hampshire Wildlife Trust
Hampshire County Council
Butterfly Conservation Trust
Forestry Commission
Ministry of Defence

Various

Cowdrey Estate

West Sussex County Council, Cowdray Estate,
RMC

National Trust
Sussex Wildlife Trust

National Trust

Sussex Wildlife Trust

National Trust/Linchmere Society
National Trust
Hampshire County Council

Sussex Wildlife Trust

11
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Appendix B

Comparison of the designated South Downs National Park Rights of Way provision with
existing National Parks

East Hampshire AONB
RUPPs 26 km
BOATs53 km
Bridleways 117 km
Footpaths 404 km
TOTAL = 600km

Designated South Downs National Park in Hampshire
RUPPs 31 km

BOATs 56 km

Bridleways 158 km

(Total RoW available for cyclists and horseriders = 245 km)
Footpaths 572 km

TOTAL =817 km

Sussex Downs AONB

RUPPs 136.3 km

BOATs 16.48 km

Bridleways 932.87 km

(Total RoW available for cyclists and horseriders = 1085.65km)
Footpaths 1059.2 km

TOTAL = 2144.85 km

Designated South Downs National Park in Sussex (total rights of way figures by county —
breakdown of different types not provided)

West Sussex - 1800 km

East Sussex - 548 km

Brighton & Hove- 79 km

(Total RoW available for cyclists and horseriders (assuming same proportion as in Sussex
Downs AONB) = an estimate of 1228 km)

TOTAL = 2427 km

Tota Rights of Way in the designated South Downs National Park = 3244 km

Areaof the designated South Downs National Park (including Variation Order land) = 1639
sg. km

Therefore the length of rights of way per square kilometre = 3244/1639 = 1.98 km per sg. km.
Thisis significantly higher than that for other National Parks (see Table 1 — second to last
column). Only the Peak District comes close, but even then the South Downs has 270 metres
more rights of way than the Peak District for every square kilometre of National Park.

From the breakdown above it can aso be seen that the length of rights of way open to cyclists
and horseriders (bridleways, BOATs and RUPPS) in the South Downs is estimated at 1473

12
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km. Thisisfar superior to any existing National Park in both length and density of network
(estimated 0.90 in the South Downs) and perhaps underlines why the areais so important for
horseriding. The South Downs has 500 metres of bridleway per square kilometre more than
most National Parks which have less than a 0.4 km of rights of way suitable for cyclists and

horseriders per square kilometre (see last column in Table 1).

Rights of Way figures kindly provided by the East Hampshire AONB Joint Advisory
Committee and the Sussex Downs Conservation Board.

Table 1: Existing Nationa Park Rights of Way (RoW) statistics (England & Wales)

National Park Area | Length Lengthof | Length | Total | Length Length of
(year of data) (sg. | of public | bridleways | of other | RoW | of Row RoW for
km) | footpaths (km) Row (km) per cyclistsand
(km) (km) square horseriders
km per square km
Dartmoor (01) 953 352 353 19 724 0.76 0.39
Exmoor (03) 693 438 464 64 966 1.39 0.76
Lake District 2292 2133 844 33 3010 131 0.38
(03)
Northumberland | 1049 529 369 2 900 0.86 0.35
(03)
North York 1436 1506 749 14 2269 1.58 0.53
Moors (03)
Peak District 1438 2136 293 30 2459 171 0.22
(03)
Yorkshire Dales | 1773 1459 617 28 2104 1.19 0.36
(03)
The Broads (99) 303 293 17 0 310 1.02 0.06
Brecon Beacons | 1347 - - 1983 147 -
(04)
Pembrokeshire 620 - - - 938 151 -
Coast (99)
Snowdonia (03) | 2132 2316 186 211 2713 1.27 0.19
South Downs 1639 | 1771 (est) | 1213 (est) | 260 (est) | 3244 1.98 0.90 (est)

Note 1: Figures come from useful data section of Association of National Park Authorities
website (www.anpa.gov.uk) or where the information was not available from the

Note 2:

individual National Park Authority websites. While collating this information it was
noticed that some figures did occasionally appear to vary somewhat, but not enough
to undermine the overall accuracy of thetable. All figures used have been cross-
checked as much as possible.

South Downs estimates are due to fact that a full breakdown of rights of way was not
provided for land included in the National Park but outside the AONB in Sussex.
The figures are likely to be fairly accurate as the breakdown was known for the
Sussex Downs AONB which covers most of the designated Nationa Park in Sussex.
The percentage split between the different types of rights of way was extrapolated
from the known AONB figures for Sussex to give an estimated figure for the
designated National Park in Sussex. Thiswas then added to the known figures for
the designated National Park in Hampshire to give the above estimates.

13
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Appendix C

Extract from Harvey’s L ong Distance Path Chart

Key:

Y ellow lines/edging — European Route

Green lines— National Trails

Red lines— Waymarked Paths

Blue lines — Selected Unwaymarked Paths
Not shown — Unwaymarked Paths (listed only)

2 — 1066 Country Walk (Eastbourne link) (extended since map printed above)
158 — Downs Link

219 — Hangers Way

260 — Itchen Way

272 - King's Way

352 — Monarch’s Way

410 — Pilgrim’s Trail

441 — Rother Valley Walks

492 — South Downs Way National Trail / E9

510 — Staunton Way

520 — Sussex Border Path (also has a Mid-Sussex link not shown on above map)
586 — Vanguard Way

595 — Wayfarer's Walk

596 — Wealdway

609 — Wey-South Path

Note 1. E9 which runs aong the magjority of the South Downs Way is one of only 3 European
routesin the UK.
Note 2: In addition to the above routes there are a'so a number of other long distance routes

not shown on the above map or Ordnance Survey maps which cover the Downs, that
are promoted in books or guides or by various organizations.

14
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Appendix D

Walk Figuresfrom Ramblers Association and other Groups

Walking Group

Andover RA

Ashdown Rambling Club
Brighton and Hove RA
Countryside Amblers

East Surrey RA

Eastbourne Rambling Club
Eastleigh RA

Farnham and District RA
Footpaths Conservation Society
Godalming and Haslemere RA
Hailsham Ramblers
Hasssocks Field Society
Horsham and Billingshurst RA
L ewes Footpaths Group

Meon RA

New Forest RA

North East Hampshire RA
North Hampshire Downs RA
Polegate Rambling Club
Portsmouth RA

Romsey RA

Seaford Rambling Club
Society of Sussex Wealdmen
South East Hampshire RA
South West Sussex RA
Southdown Strollers

Steyning Ramblers

Sussex Pathfinders

Sutton and Wandle Valley RA
Waltham RA

Wealdland Walkers
Winchester RA

Woking and District RA

Worthing Natural History Society

East Sussex CC Guided Walks
West Sussex CC Guided Walks
Hampshire CC Guided Walks
Society of Sussex Downsmen
TOTAL

Dates of programmes provided

January 2000 - December 2003
July 2001 - June 2003
March 2001 - February 2004
January 2001 - December 2003
January 2000 - December 2003
2001 - 2003
January 2000 - December 2003
April 2000 - November 2003
January 2000 - December 2003
November 2001 - October 2003
December 1999 - December 2003
April 2000 -September 2003
December 2000 - March 2004
September 2001 - March 2004
January 2000 - December 2003
January 2000 - December 2003
January 2000 - December 2003
January 2000 - December 2003
March 2001 - February 2004
January 2000 - December 2003
January 2000 - December 2003
April 2001 - March 2004
April 2001 - September 2003
January 2000 - December 2003
May 2001 - April 2004
January 2000 - December 2002
January 2001 - December 2003
2003
November 2000 - October 2003
January 2000 - December 2003
June 2001 - March 2004
January 2000 - December 2003
July 2000 - June 2003
2001 - 2003
2001-2003
2001-2003
2000-2003
2000-2003
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Number of walkswithin
designated National Park
boundary

9
21
171
116
17
190
111
77
72

23
28
104
58
244

31
15
96
306
40
318
82
336
321
108
157
51
31
156

98
16
10
231
223
300
600
4833
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Appendix E
Sales of National Trail Guidesfrom July 1998 to March 2004

Figures provided by the Countryside Agency.

All titles except Hadrian’s Wall were available for this full period and represent one book per
trail except where stated. Hadrian’s Wall Path Guide was published 12 months ago.

Where there is more than 1 book per Trail, the figures have been averaged out to give an idea
of patronage of the wholetrail based on book sales.

Total no of books sold during period:

South Downs Way - 15,333

Ridgeway - 15,254

Thames Path - 14,582

Hadrian’s Wall Path - 13,631

South West Coast Path - 12,175 (4 books — average sales)
Pembrokeshire Coastal Path - 10,818

Peddar’s Way/NCP - 6,310

Offa's Dyke Path - 6,250 (2 books — average sales)
North Downs Way - 5,739

10. Cleveland Way - 5,268

11. Pennine Way - 4,757 (2 books — average sales)

12. Yorkshire Wolds Way - 2,872
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